
 

 

IDIOMS—THE HOUSE, HOUSEHOLD ITEMS       [DENNIS] 
MODISMOS—LA CASA, ARTICULOS DOMESTICOS 
 
 

1. A house of cards = algo débil que se puede destruir fácilmente   
 Their plan to overthrow the dictator failed. It turned out to be a house of cards. 
 
2. To wear the pants in the house = ser el jefe o la jefa de la casa 
 Bob’s wife told him he couldn’t go fishing Saturday. She really wears the pants in that house. 
 
3. To throw in the towel = rendirse, renunciar  
 After two hours of trying to fix the lamp, he threw in the towel and went to buy a new one. 
 
4. A skeleton in the closet = un secreto vergonzoso   
 Most families have at least one skeleton in the closet that they would like to forget. 
 
5. To hit the roof = ponerse furioso   
 When Dad found out that I wrecked his car, he hit the roof. 
 
6. To smoke like a chimney = fumar mucho  
 I worry about my aunt’s health. She smokes like a chimney. 
 
7. Everything but the kitchen sink = muchísimas cosas   
 Jim can barely close his suitcase. He’s taking everything but the kitchen sink on this trip. 
 
8. To iron out = resolver algún problema   
 Our new security plan is not working well. There are still some problems to iron out. 
 
9. In the toilet = en condiciones desastrosas   
 Because of the coronavirus, Target’s ales are in the toilet.  
 
          [SIGUE A LA PROXIMA PAGINA] 
  



 

 

ANSWERS ARE ON THE LAST PAGE 
LAS RESPUESTAS ESTAN EN LA ULTIMA PAGINA 
 
 
I.  Rewrite the sentences and correct the errors in the idiomatic phrases. 
 Escribe las frases de nuevo y corrige los errores en los modismos. 
 
 
1. Both of Mark’s brothers have lung cancer, but he still smokes like a volcano. 

 _____________________________________________________________________________. 

2. My uncle is in jail for murder, but nobody in the family talks about that skeleton in the cabinet. 

 

 _____________________________________________________________________________. 

3. When Celia found out her husband was lying, she hit the trash can. 

 _____________________________________________________________________________. 

4. Jane’s kids disobey her all the time. It looks like the children wear the hats in the attic. 

 _____________________________________________________________________________. 

5. This recipe is complicated. You have to put in everything but the vacuum cleaner! 

 _____________________________________________________________________________. 

6. If Charles and Lily don’t mop up their problems, they may end up getting a divorce.  

 _____________________________________________________________________________. 

 

II. Select the most logical phrase. / Subraya la frase más lógica. 

1. I’ve tried and tried to explain, but the boss doesn’t understand.  

 a.  I'm going to throw in the towel.  b.  I'm going to smoke like a chimney. 

2. We owe the hospital $2000 for Dad’s surgery.  

 a.  Our vacation plans are ironed out.  b.  Our vacation plans are in the toilet. 

3. When Mom saw my new tattoo, she was so angry! 

 a.  She hit the roof.    b.  She knocked down the house of cards. 

4. Ed didn’t tell his girlfriend about his first wife. 

 a.  He’s hiding that skeleton in the closet. b.  He’s hiding that skeleton in the basement. 

 



 

 

  



 

 

ANSWERS / RESPUESTAS 
 
I.   
 
1. Both of Mark’s brothers have lung cancer, but he still smokes like a chimney. 

2. My uncle is in jail for murder, but nobody in the family talks about that skeleton in the closet. 

  

3. When Celia found out her husband was lying, she hit the roof. 

4. Jane’s kids disobey her all the time. It looks like the children wear the pants in the house. 

5. This recipe is complicated. You have to put in everything but the kitchen sink! 

6. If Charles and Lily don’t iron out their problems, they may end up getting a divorce.  

  

II.  

1. a.  I'm going to throw in the towel.  . 

2. b.  Our vacation plans are in the toilet. 

3. a.  She hit the roof. 

4. a.  He’s hiding that skeleton in the closet.  


